Effect of cryosurgery of the prostate in serum gonadotropin levels in prostatic cancer.
Pituitary gland response to releasing hormone using the LH-RH loading test before and 4 weeks after cryosurgery of the prostate was investigated in eight patients with advanced prostatic carcinoma. In pre- and postoperative comparisons of all patients, there were no significant differences detected before and after surgery. But pituitary response to the releasing hormone was compared before and after the surgery in each of the patients; in one, depression and facilitation of FSH and LH secretion, respectively, were observed and there was a variation in the response of gonadotropin in each patient. Although the number of observable patients is still too low to draw any definite conclusions from the test results, one possible interpretation is that cryosurgery of the prostate may influence hormonal secretion from the pituitary gland.